L,iinstian prince awaiting tnem au LUC pun Orcus at the gate of hell,' to use Jerome's forceful phraseology.    Alaric had been less cruel.    Noble mothers fled with their daughters from the fierce Goths, only to find a more certain disaster at the hands of the Roman.     Gibbon  has  observed or conjectured that ' the lack of youth or beauty or chastity' saved the honour of most of the ladies of Rome.     Salviaiius gives a very different idea of the Goths ; but, in any case, large numbers of the  Roman ladies had fled to Africa,  and there wealth was their only preserver.     Those who had not brought considerable treasure, with which to pay   their    footing    on   African    soil,   saw   their daughters torn from their embraces and sold to the   Syrian   merchants   who    supplied    the    busy markets of the east.
Amongst those who suffered severely at the hands of Heraclian was a second trio of noble Christian ladies, Proba Faltonia and her daughter-in-law Juliana, and grand-daughter Demetrias. I have said in a previous chapter that the palace of Proba, heiress of the Anicii and wife of the